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father. What the father says, the son says; and what the father looks, the son looks.'
There being little conversation to-night, I must endeavour to recollect what I may have omitted on former occasions. When I boasted, at Rasay, of my independency of spirit, and that I could not be bribed, he said,' Yes, you may be bribed by flattery.' At the Reverend Mr. M'Lean's, Dr. Johnson asked him, if the people of Col had any superstitions. He said, ' No.' The cutting peats at the increase of the moon was mentioned as one ; but he would not allow it, saying.it was not a superstition, but a whim. Dr. Johnson would not admit the distinction. There were many superstitions, he maintained, not connected with religion; and this was one of them'. On Monday we had a dispute at the Captain's, whether sand-hills could be fixed down by art. Dr. Johnson said,' How the devil can you do it?' but instantly corrected himself,'How can you do it'1?' I never before heard him use a phrase of that nature.
He has particularities which it is impossible to explain3. He never wears a night-cap, as I have already mentioned; but he puts a handkerchief on his head in the night. The day that we left Talisker, he bade us ride on. He then turned the head of his horse back towards Talisker, stopped for some time; then wheeled round to the same direction with ours, and then came briskly after us. He sets open a
1 'They have opinions which cannot be ranked with superstition, because they regard only natural effects. They expect better crops of grain by sowing their seed in the moon's increase. The moon has great influence in vulgar philosophy. In my memory it was a precept annually given in one of the English almanacks, " to kill hogs when the moon was increasing, and the bacon would prove the better in boiling.'" Johnson's Works, ix. 104. Bacon, in his Natural History (No. 892), says:—'For the increase of moisture, the opinion received is, that seeds will grow soonest if they be set in the increase of the moon.'
* The question which Johnson asked with such unusual warmth might have been answered, 'by sowing the bent, or couch grass,' WALTER SCOTT.
3 See ante, i. 560.
windowmore generosity to his captive than fidelity to his trust, contrived that the children should be changed. Maclean, being thus preserved from death, in time recovered his original patrimony; and, in gratitude to his friend, made his castle a place of refuge to any of the clan that should think himself in danger; and, as a proof of reciprocal confidence, Maclean took upon himself and his posterity the care of educating the heir of Maclonich.' Johnson's Works, ix. 130.
